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How to Use This Study

Intro

Unit.25

Session .01

JesusTells |
the Kingdom
The opening page of each session contains the focal passages of Scripture for Parables
that lesson. Take a moment to read through these passages before your group | sawwe g
s

discussion begins.

R

Jesus’ parables teach us what

the kingdom of heaven s like.

What rvats Chvist for
place Him first i eveny

11 His Story

Dactrmas ™ Intended for group and personal use, the
Churchand PCTEE e His Story contains the main point of
o —— the session, questions to interact with as
e

Bl a group, and the key components found
et in the Leader Guide—Christ Connection,
powerof e gl hrough good woeks 0

Essential Doctrines, and In Defense.

i el i o Gl i

The Christ Connection specifically points out how the biblical passage for that session points to
Jesus, thus connecting the dots and helping students to understand how the books of the Bible
fit together.

There are 99 Essential Doctrines we will see covered over the course of three years. Each session
will contain an essential doctrine that directly relates to the Bible study material. Knowing these
doctrines will help you, as a student, to be more grounded in what Christianity teaches and
celebrates, as well as being better equipped to explain to others what it is you actually believe.

The In Defense section discusses apologetic issues and questions related to the lesson. The term
“apologetics” simply refers to the task of defending the faith, or being able to explain why we
believe what we believe. Thus, this section is designed to bring greater clarity about a specific part
of the text, answer tough questions raised by skeptics, and to simply help you be able to better
defend your beliefs to any who may ask why you believe Christianity to be true.
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Our Mission

- -
ur Mission —

‘and oy are found?

@D Heart
Intended for group and/or personal use, the Our Mission section is designed to

‘What are some ways we can cultivate our hearts in hopes that God's Weord

show how the biblical passage for that day challenges the way we think, feel, and live T

from that day forward. It is intended to show that every session goes beyond merely Y e
learning new facts about the Bible’s big stories and characters. In fact, God’s intention e
in the pages of Scripture is to make us more like His Son, Jesus. And one of the ways e

in which that happens is by constantly looking to Jesus in the pages of the Bible. —

Daily
Devotions

(B

The 7 Arrows of
Bible Reading

‘What does the parable of the
wheatand the tares mean for
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25.2 25.3

Jesus Tells Jesus Teaches
the Parable of Difficult Truths
the Sons

- 26.2 26.3

fr- -

n | ~ Jesuslis & - Jesus Shares
~ Questioned the Lord’s

y Supper

27.1 27.2
Jesus s Jesus Encounters
Resurrected Two Disciples

Then beginning with Moses and all the
Prophets, he interpreted for them the things

concerning himself in all the Scriptures.
Luke 24:27
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Scripture

Matthew 13:1-9,
31-33,44-46

1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat
beside the sea. 2 And great crowds gathered about him,
so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole
crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many
things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4
And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the
birds came and devoured them. 5 Other seeds fell on
rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and
immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of
soil, 6 but when the sun rose they were scorched. And
since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds
fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked
them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and produced
grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9
He who has ears, let him hear.”... 31 He put another

B,

Unit.25

Session .01

Jesus Tells
the Kingdom
Parables

parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is
like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in
his field. 32 It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has
grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes
a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests
in its branches.” 33 He told them another parable. “The
kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a woman took and
hid in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.” ...
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a
field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his
joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in
search of fine pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of
great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.
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His Story

Jesus’ parables teach us what
| the kingdom of heaven is like.

What are some characteristics of a heart receptive to the good news of the
gospel? How would you characterize the other types of soil Jesus describes

in the parable? |

What are some other biblical stories you can think of where God took
something (or someone) little and turned it (or the person) into a testimony
of His own greatness?

Which of the three soils described in
this parable have you experienced
when sharing the gospel? Explain.

99 Essential
Doctrines

What are some temporary joys we try to find lasting satisfaction in today?
Why is Jesus better than these?
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His Story

What rivals Christ for the number one place in your heart? How can you
place Him first in every area of your life?

Christ Connection

Jesus used parables to describe the nature of God’s kingdom on earth.
Word of the kingdom is sown broadly and will be received differently
based on the condition of one’s heart. For those with hearts of fertile
soil, the word yields extraordinary fruitfulness causing the kingdom
to grow and extend into all of the world. When Jesus returns, we will
experience the full manifestation of God’s kingdom.
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Head

Which of the three parables discussed stands out to you most? Why?

How does the parable of the hidden treasure and pearl of great price
challenge us to think differently about where true and ultimate satisfaction
and joy are found?

Heart

How does the parable of the four soils challenge us on a personal level?

What are some ways we can cultivate our hearts in hopes that God’s Word
would fall on good soil when we hear it?

Hands

How does the parable of the four soils offer encouragement to us even
when we may not see the kingdom growing at a rate we would like?

What part do we play in God’s plan of growing the kingdom? How can we
be more active in that role this week?
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Daily
Devotions

-
[
Crs

The 7 Arrows of
Bible Reading

O

What does this
passage say? 1\

€—

What did this What does this
passage mean to its passage tell us
original audience? about God?

|

What does this
passage Tell us
about man?

—_> <>

What does How does this passage

this passage change the way |
demand of me? relate to people?

How does this
passage prompt
me to pray?

Day1

Matthew
13:1-9, 18-23

Life is full of cares and worries that can potentially
steal your joy in Christ, if left unsubmitted to His
care. You may not even be going through anything
especially difficult, anything “big,” but the danger
to get off mission is always there. In fact, it may be
during times of relative ease that we are most in
danger since suffering and hardship typically have a
way of pushing us closer to God in faith.

So think of your day, your week, and your upcoming
plans or obligations. They could feel perfectly
routine or ordinary. But in your preoccupation and
planning, are you forgetting to meditate on God’s
Word, to pray honestly to Him, and to apply His
Word to your life?

One thing these kingdom parables help us do is
see everyday life with spiritual resonance. Things in
the news or in the neighborhood may look bleak,
but Christ upholds the universe. His plan will be
fulfilled. The proliferation of evil seems inevitable,
but Christ’s church is continuing and will continue

to bear fruit.

What daily steps do you take to make
sure the thorns of daily life do not
choke out the seed of the kingdom in
your life?
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It was an odd thing to say about these stories, wasn't

it? Jesus said that He used parables just as much for
obscuring as for unveiling, as much for concealing

as for revealing.

This is a reminder, first of all, that truly seeing the
kingdom of God depends upon God’s revealing
power. Think of Paul’s enlightening words in

Romans 8:7.

Second, however, these words are another reminder
of just how polarizing the person and work of
Christ is today. It explains why when you share the
gospel with one friend, he or she leans in to know
more, and when you share with another, he or she
becomes uncomfortable or offended. The message
is the same, but the way it “lands” on people can

be different.

This is a reminder to even believers that when our
minds are set constantly on the cares of the world—
on pleasure, on accumulation, on popularity or
reputation—we can miss the work of the kingdom

in our midst.

How can you be more mindful of
the reality of the kingdom in your
everyday life?

Day 3

Matthew
13:24-33

It seems counterintuitive to keep the two main
thoughts of these two kingdom parables together,
but doing so can be an immense encouragement to
us. First, the parable about the wheat and the tares
is a caution to the church that just because someone
identifies as a Christian or with the Christian
religion doesnt mean he or she has become a
converted believer in Jesus Christ. Jesus Himself
affirmed that unbelievers will be masquerading as
believers—often self-deceived about their spiritual
state due to their affiliation—until the end of

the age.

You would think, then, that any growth of the
church should strike us as suspicious. If the wheat
and tares grow side by side until the end, the number
of the “wheat” must end up depressingly lower than
expected. Yet the second parable tells us that the
kingdom will continue to grow and flourish. At the
end of days, there will be an innumerable count
of genuine believers eager to worship Christ for all
eternity (Rev. 7:9).

|

What does the parable of the

wheat and the tares mean for your
understanding of the church and your
expectations for its purity?
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It is not popular these days to speak of hell.

Certainly in the wider culture the very assumptions
that give rise to religious perspectives on afterlife
have long since fallen out of favor. Hell in America
is more of a curse word than a real danger that has

faced every person who ever lived.

In Matthew 13:34-43, Jesus points to a stark truth
that every person must reckon with: there is such
a thing as “evil” and such a thing as “lawlessness,”
and the end result for both is a place of eternal
conscious torment. Hell is real, and it will be a
place of unending and excruciating judgment, the

unending experience of God’s wrath.

In the light of this important truth, the last line
of Jesus’ exposition of the parable is gripping: “Let
anyone who has ears listen.”

How often do you think of hell?
How does knowing hell awaits every
unrepentant sinner motivate youin
prayer and evangelism?

Day 5

Matthew
13:44-58

In this passage, we see just how polarizing the gospel
of Jesus is. We who believe in Jesus know the gospel
truly is good news! It announces our only hope of
forgiveness of sins, reconciliation with God, and

the gift of eternal life. Who wouldn’t want that?

Well, it turns out that plenty of people want nothing
to do with the kingdom and all the blessings that
come with it. At the end of Matthew 13, just as
Jesus had been foretelling or saying through His
parables, the people in His very hometown rejected
Him. They were offended by Him.

One reason for their rejection was their inability to
fathom how anything mighty of God could come
from their own surroundings. They knew Jesus
family. They knew His earthly father’s trade. They
could not see how any of that could amount to

anything glorious.

The truth for today is that Christ plans to redeem
everything we see. He can (and will) take what is
ordinary and use it for His own glory. Just as He
Himself came in a poor, ordinary family—born
even in a feeding stall—]Jesus is still using ordinary,
unassuming people to spread His kingdom
throughout the world.

]
What do the circumstances of Jesus’

birth and upbringing say about God’s
plans and priorities?
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